AWAKENING TO THE SPIRITUALITY OF A NEW EARTH CONSCIOUSNESS

This workshop was an invitation to ponder and experience reflectively the significance for our lives of the astonishing evolutionary journey in the sacred ‘Story of the Universe,’ awakening us to a new consciousness. We explored the significance of a new emerging worldview as the context for the ongoing search for a new planetary vision. 
The Old World View
Seeing this as a crucial time for the Earth and ourselves with all global institutions in serious crisis, we explored the old worldview of separate consciousness, out of which all this chaos has come…. it is a worldview crisis. We saw how for the past 300 years we in the western world have been living out of this old world view which has been influenced by 19th century Newtonian Science and the Greek influence of Dualism. The old world view sees everything as separate, static, predictable, controllable and fixable. We saw how our spirituality and Scriptures have been influenced by this and how as a result of this we have lost our connection with the natural world. 

The New Emerging Worldview
New scientific information over the past fifty years is telling us that the fixed and static notion of the old worldview is not the way things are. Earth is an organic whole, part of an ever-changing, unfolding, emerging Universe; a seamless whole from the beginning of time and we are mysteriously woven into this sacred web of life. We are each an integral member of the entire life community of the natural world. We are neither stewards nor caretakers nor anything else that assumes we are superior or separate from nature. It is urgent for us to take our place as humble participants in the web of life as one species among many. We are the Earth come to consciousness…self reflective consciousness for the good of the whole…the one community of life including the natural world.
Seeing through the lens of the New Emerging World View

Our task must be to widen our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty.” Albert Einstein. Awakening from our illusion of separateness we are moving towards a communion consciousness… a heart to heart consciousness with self, others, Earth and the wider Universe. Astonishing new information is tell us that everything we see in the natural world is genetically related to us because the elements in us and in everything on the planet were amazingly formed in the ancient stars… iron, calcium, sulphur, carbon… 
We explored Thomas Berry’s call for the need for a new Origin Story to carry us into the next crucial stage of our evolutionary journey. He says we are the first generation to know the Great Story of the Universe, a sacred story that contains all other stories including our own. For the first time in its history, the human community has a single origin story whereby it establishes its identity.  

The New Story tells us who we are, giving us our identity. The Universe echoes back to us who we are and carries a psychic energy at the heart and soul level, which inspires us to move into a different way of being on the planet. Thomas Berry has said, ‘To know the story of anything you need to know the story of everything.’ The 13.7 Billion year Story is a call into deep time: into your deep time self. The Universe Story is our own story and  a heart/soul journey of recovering our deeper self which involves learning about everything else. 
We came from the energy that fashioned the galaxies.  Centered in the Divine, we saw how Love unfolds a Universe which is a communion of diverse beings, each of whom is sacred, each of whom is beloved. Genetically related to everything in the natural world, we share this planet with millions of other beings in the Divine Mystery of the awesome Web of Life.
Romans 8:22-23 very poignantly describes the struggle of birthing the new human into a different kind of consciousness. From the very beginning, the entire creation has been groaning in one great act of giving birth. And not only creation but all of us ….. we too groan inwardly as we wait for our very selves to be set free. Going inward and making room in oneself for the immensity of the Universe will transform us, providing us with the psychic energy needed to creatively imagine an alternative future. Our gift of Universal Consciousness stretches us towards evolutionary compassion to care for the whole and not just the parts.  So how can we find creative ways for the whole planet to move forward together whereby all species, all beings can flourish? 
Our spirituality needs to be an engaged spirituality. It must influence our way of being in the world, informing all our actions and all the choices we make. We need a new story that shapes every aspect of our lives – we need to meet the needs of the wider system with a purpose that serves the total community of life on the planet, in the context of the mystery of the Unfolding Story of the Universe. ‘The Universe Story will educate us, heal, guide, discipline us and give us a sustainable direction for the future…. …The Universe Story needs to be the context of education everywhere on the planet’. T. Berry
