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Climate change represents a failure in our care of Creation; its implications for people and for other life 

on earth are profound.    

Care for Creation is at the heart of the Eco-Congregation ÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛȭɯɁ3ÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚȮɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÐÕɯÐÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȮɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÞÏÖɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÐÛȮɂɯËÌÊÓÈÙÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÚÈÓÔÐÚÛɯȹ/ÚÈÓÔƖƘȯƕȺȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÕÖÛɯ

ours to do with as we please.  

We are called to be partners with the rest of Creation and co-partners in the ongoing creative and re-

newing activity of God. In caring for what God has created, we care for ourselves and care for each oth-

ÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÖÙɯÈÕËɯÝÜÓÕÌÙÈÉÓÌȭɯ(Õɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÖÜÙɯÍÓÖÜÙÐÚÏÐÕÎɯÐÚɯËÌɪ

pendent on the flourishing of Creation.  

As we have come to understand that through our deeds we are changing the climate, so we have come 

to realise that our care for Creation has been deeply flawed. The degradation of eco-systems worldwide 

will add to the growing imbalances, affecting all living species on earth, not just humans.  

 

Climate change is already having an impact both here and overseas. Christians need                

to be concerned about this and take steps to respond ɬ both as churches and as individuals.  

(ÛɀÚɯÛÙÜÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓÓà-occurring climate change in the past; the difference    

now is that it is happening too quickly for animal, plant, fish and insect life to adapt.  

 

Hardly a day passes without some climate-related story hitting the headlines ɬ the polar ice is melting, 

ÙÈÐÕÍÖÙÌÚÛÚɯÈÙÌɯËÐÚÈ××ÌÈÙÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯÊÖÙÈÓɯÙÌÌÍÚɯÈÙÌɯËàÐÕÎȭɯ'ÜÕËÙÌËÚɯÖÍɯÔÐÓÓÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÓɪ

ready affected by droughts, floods, water scarcity, sea-level rise and desertification while the frequency 

and size of extreme weather events, including storms, cyclones, hurricanes and flooding continues to 

worsen.   

According to the fifth assessment report of the United  Nations Intergovernmental  Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability , warming of the climate 

ÚàÚÛÌÔɯÐÚɯɁÜÕÌØÜÐÝÖÊÈÓɂɯÈÕËȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌ 1950s, many of the observed changes are quite simply unprece-

dented. The atmosphere and oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished, sea 

level has risen, and the concentration of greenhouse gases has increased.  

$ÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÛÏÙÌÌɯËÌÊÈËÌÚɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÐÝÌÓàɯÞÈÙÔÌÙɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ$ÈÙÛÏɀÚɯÚÜÙÍÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÈÕàɯ×ÙÌÊÌËÐÕÎɯ

decade since at least 1850. The atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2), methane and ni-

trous oxide have increased to levels unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 years. CO2 concentrations 

have increased by 40% since pre-industrial times. The ocean has absorbed about 30% of the emitted an-

thropogenic carbon dioxide, causing ocean acidification. 

"ÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÐÚɯÚÌÛɯÛÖɯÐÕÍÓÐÊÛɯɁÚÌÝÌÙÌȮɯÞÐËÌÚ×ÙÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÐÙÙÌÝÌÙÚÐÉÓÌɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛÚɂɯÖÕɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯ

world, including food shortages and violent conflicts, unless carbon emissions are cut sharply and  

Ɂ6ÏÌÕɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÕËɯÐÚɯÚÜÉÔÌÙÎÐÕÎɯÚÓÖÞÓà but visibly, any        

ideological debate on ecological issues is only a luxury             

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌËɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚȭɂ 

~ Rev Tafue Molu Lusama, Pacific Eklasia Kelisian, Tuvalu 

The reality of climate change  

rapidly. However, the report also states that ways to 

avoid dangerous global warming are both available   

and affordable.  

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
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The causes of climate change 

Climate change has occurred many times in geological history, including ice 

ages and extremes of heat.  The vast majority of scientific opinion states that the 

changes we are witnessing now are different because they can be linked une-

quivocally to human activities and, in particular, to the burning of fossil fuels 

such as coal, oil and gas. All such hydrocarbon fuels emit carbon dioxide (CO2) 

when burnt and, over the past century, this has resulted in billions of tonnes of 

carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere.  

In consequence, the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere has risen from under 300 

parts per million (ppm) 100 years ago to over 400ppm today. When CO2 levels 

breached 400ppm in 2013, the highest level in at least three million years, this 

represented an astonishing 30% increase in the amount of this potent heat-

trapping gas in the atmosphere in just 50 years.  

Prior to the latest IPCC assessment, scientists were 90% agreed that humans 

were behind global warming but, following the research for the 2014 Climate 

Change reportȮɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÞɯƝƙǔɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕȯɯɁ'ÜÔÈÕɯÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÊÌɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯËÌÛÌÊÛÌËɯ

in warming of the atmosphere and the ocean, in changes in the global water cy-

cle, in reductions in snow and ice, in global mean sea-level rise, and in changes 

ÐÕɯÚÖÔÌɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÌßÛÙÌÔÌÚɯȱȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯextremely likely that human influence has been 

the dominant cause of the observed warming since the mid-20th ÊÌÕÛÜÙàȭɂɯ 

 

The impact of climate change  

 ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ(/""ɀÚɯ2014 Climate Change report, the effects of climate 

change are already occurring on all continents and across the oceans. The ob-

served impacts have already affected agriculture, human health, eco-systems on 

ÓÈÕËɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÊÌÈÕÚȮɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÚÜ××ÓÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÚÖÔÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÓÐÝÌÓÐÏÖÖËÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÛÙÐÒɪ

ing feature is that the observed impacts are occurring from the tropics to the 

poles, from small islands to large continents, and from the wealthiest countries 

to the poorest. 

If we continue to emit greenhouse gases at current rates, the accumulation of 

carbon in the atmosphere could mean that within as little as two to three dec-

ades, the world will face nearly inevitable warming of more than two degrees 

Celsius, which governments around the world have pledged not to do. Depend-

ing on how much governments control carbon emissions, global temperatures 

are likely to increase by anything between 0.3 degrees Celsius to 4.8 degrees 

Celsius by the end of the century. This will result in rising sea levels, heat-

waves, droughts and more extreme weather. 

Decreasing oxygen levels in the ocean caused by climate change and nitrogen 

run -ÖÍÍȮɯÊÖÔÉÐÕÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÊÏÌÔÐÊÈÓɯ×ÖÓÓÜÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯɁÙÈÔ×ÈÕÛɯÖÝÌÙ-ÍÐÚÏÐÕÎɂȮɯ

ÈÙÌɯÜÕËÌÙÔÐÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖÊÌÈÕÚɯÛÖɯÍÜÓÍÐÓɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÖÓÌɯÈÚɯ$ÈÙÛÏɀÚɯɁÉÜÍÍÌÙɂȭɯ

If CO2 ÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÙÐÚÌȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯɁÌßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÊÖÕÚÌØÜÌÕÊÌÚɯÍÖÙɯ

ÖÊÌÈÕɯÓÐÍÌɂɯÈÕËȮɯÐÕɯÛÜÙÕȮɯÍÖÖËɯÈÕËɯÊÖÈÚÛÈÓɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

latest report from the International Programme on the State of the Ocean , car-

ried out in collaboration with the International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature . It would lead to the extinction of species and the disappearance of Arc-

tic summer sea ice by about 2037. 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÖÝÌÙÞÏÌÓÔÐÕÎɯ

evidence of human-

caused climate change 

documents both cur-

rent impacts with sig-

nificant costs and ex-

traordinary future 

risks to society and 

natural systems.  

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɯÊÖÔɪ

munity has convened 

conferences, published 

reports, spoken out at 

forums and pro-

claimed, through state-

ments by virtually eve-

ry national scientific 

academy and relevant 

major scientific organi-

zation that climate 

change puts the well-

being of people of all 

nations at risk. 

Ɂ'ÖÞɯÞÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËɯÛÖɯ

this unprecedented 

challenge could be the 

defining paradigm of 

the rest of this centu-

Ùàȭɂ 

Alex Hill ~ former Met 

Office chief advisor for 

Scotland and Northern 

Ireland.  

Alex  led a workshop 

on Weather Matters at 

$"(ɀÚɯÐÕÈÜÎÜÙÈÓɯÊÖÕɪ

ference in 2012. You 

can see his slideshow 

presentation here.  

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
http://ecocongregationireland.com/wp-content/uploads/Eco-Congregations-Sept-12.pdf
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In Ireland in recent years, both north and 

south of the border, we have experienced milder 

winters and warmer summers as well as torrential 

rain, flooding and higher than usual sea -levels 

causing coastal destruction; these may well repre-

sent the first major effects of climate change closer 

to home. Farmers suffered a fodder shortage crisis 

in 2013 and delayed access to pasture in 2014. The 

(/""ɀÚɯÍÐÍÛÏɯÈÚÚÌÚÚÔÌÕÛɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛ suggests that we 

are likely to experience more intense rain (with an 

associated increase in flooding) and longer dry 

periods in the future. The repairs are hugely costly 

for the government and are largely unbudgeted 

for. 

The Environmental  Protection Agency (EPA) 

published five reports  in September 2013 showing 

the impact climate change is already having on 

Ireland and outlining the likely future effects on 

rivers, plants and animals as well as key sectors 

such as water services.  

Examining vulnerability to climate change in Ire-

land, Dr John Coll of NUI Maynooth identified a 

number of key sectors considered more at risk: 

biodiversity, fisheries, water resources, forestry 

and agriculture.  

A study led by Dr Conor Murphy of NUI 

Maynooth found that there had been an increase 

in the size of flooding  events, particularly since 

the late 1990s, with an increase in river flows dur-

ÐÕÎɯÚ×ÙÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÈɯɁÊÓÌÈÙɯÚÐÎÕÈÓɯÖÍɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɂɯÐÕɯÚÜÔɪ

mer flows.  

Another study led by Dr Alison Donnelly of Trini-

ty College Dublin shows that the warmer Irish cli-

mate has already led to a change in the seasonal 

cycle of a range of plant and animal species. Be-

cause not all species are responding to the rise in 

temperature at the same rate there is potential for 

a mismatch in the timing of interdependent spe-

cies to occur. 

In an overarching study, Emeritus Prof John 

Sweeney of NUI Maynooth provided recommen-

dations on how key sectors and vulnerable areas 

could increase their resilience to climate change 

through adaptation . These include the water sec-

tor, coastal zones and housing. Projected increases 

in rainfall will lead to rising water tables and an 

increased pollution risk for groundwater. Plan-

ning and building regulations need to be informed 

by such analysis of climate change trends and pro-

jections.  

 ȿ6ÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÍÐÕËɯÕÌÞɯÞÈàÚɯ

to live within our 

×ÓÈÕÌÛɀÚɯÉÖÜÕËÚɀɯ 

6ÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐÚÌɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɀÚɯ

ecological limits and use our in-

genuity to live within our 

×ÓÈÕÌÛɀÚɯÉÖÜÕËÚȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

view expressed by sustainabi ity, energy  and cli-

mate change consultant Gavin Harte at an Eco-

Congregation Ireland event in Kilkenny in April 

2013.  

Saying that climate change was a fact that had to be 

faced up to, he referred to Kubler-1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÍÐÝÌɯÚÛÈÎÌÚɯ

of dealing with grief - denial, anger, fear, bargain-

ing, and acceptance ɬ and reckoned that many peo-

ple today were stuck at one of the earlier stages 

when it came to climate change. 

Ɂ#ÌÈÓÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÈËɯÕÌÞÚɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÈÓɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÝÌɯ

ÛÖÞÈÙËÚɯÈɯÓÖÞɯÊÈÙÉÖÕɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɁ4ÓÛÐÔÈÛÌÓàȮɯ

acceptance is the only place that we are going to be 

able to deal with the challenges unsustainable living 

ÐÚɯÉÙÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÜÚȭɂ 

He said we must accept our need to change our C02 

ÏÈÉÐÛÚȭɯɁ$ÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÜÚȮɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÞÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÈËÔÐÛɯÐÛɯÖÙɯ

not, has a carbon dioxide bubble we carry around 

with us in every decision we make every day. The 

average Irish person has a carbon bubble of 17,000 

tons per annum; when you compare that to the av-

erage citizen of this planet carrying around 5,500 

ÛÖÕÚȮɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯÕÖÛɯËÖÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÐÙɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÐÕɯÚÏÈÙɪ

ÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÈÛÔÖÚ×ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯÈÉÚÖÙÉɯ"ƔƖȭ 

Ɂ'ÖÞɯÞÌɯÛÙÈÝÌÓȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÒÐÕËɯÖÍɯËÐÌÛɯÞÌɯÊÏÖÖÚÌȮɯÏÖÞɯ

we communicate, how we build our houses - they 

ÈÓÓɯÈËËɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯƕƛȮƔƔƔɯÛÖÕÚɯȱȭɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯ

17,000 tons, in fact, is not a sustainable level for the 

climate to take and that by 2050 we need to bring 

that down to between one and two tons.  

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÌÕÖÙÔÖÜÚɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯÈɯ

transition to a low -ÊÈÙÉÖÕɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÕÌÞɯ

way of looking at the world and this is where the 

ÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÙÖÓÌɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈàɯȭȭȭȭɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÚÈÐËȮɯȿ%ÖÙÎÐÝÌɯ

ÛÏÌÔɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌàɯÒÕÖÞɯÕÖÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯËÖɀȮɯÈÕËɯÔÈàÉÌɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÚÌɯÐÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÊÙÜÊÐÍÐßÐÖÕɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÊÌÙɪ

tainly not the case when it comes to us knowing 

about the destruction we are causing to the plane-

ÛÈÙàɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭɯ(ÎÕÖÙÈÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈÕɯÌßÊÜÚÌɯȱȭɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÌËɯ

ÍÖÙɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÏÈÚɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÉÌÌÕɯÔÖÙÌɯÜÙÎÌÕÛȭɂ 

Click here to read more. 

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
http://www.epa.ie/newsandevents/news/previous/2013/name,52286,en.html#.VEPUC9JdW-k
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/4049
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(ÙÌÓÈÕËɀÚɯÎÙÌÌÕÏÖÜÚÌɯÎÈÚɯÌÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÚɯ×ÙÖÍÐÓÌɯÐÚɯ

unique within the EU in that emissions from 

agriculture comprise almost 30% of total 

emissions.  

It is not yet clear how significant reductions in 

agricultural emissions can be achieved without 

changing production levels. However, this is 

an area of global research and innovation. A 

possible solution would be increased recogni-

tion of the value of carbon sinks ɬ natural or 

artificial reservoirs that accumulate and store 

carbon. Forests, bogs and oceans are natural 

carbon sinks. 

According to Dr Stephen Flood of NUI 

,ÈàÕÖÖÛÏȮɯ(ÙÌÓÈÕËɀÚɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÌɯÚÌÊÛÖÙɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÈÊÌɯ

ÓÖÚÚÌÚɯÖÍɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯȥƖɯÉÐÓÓÐÖÕɯ×ÌÙɯÈÕÕÜÔɯÐÍɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÜÕÊÏÌÊÒÌËȭɯ'ÐÚɯresearch, 

which was commissioned by Stop Climate Chaos and published in October 

2013, shows that if current levels of climate change continue, winter rainfall 

will increase by up to 17% by the 2080s, while summer rainfall will decrease by 

up to 25%, with the largest reductions in the southern and eastern coastal are-

as. These changes will result in more variable weather, including incidents of 

drought, flooding, heavy rainfall and extreme temperatures ɬ which will, in 

turn, lead to changes in the range and prevalence of agricultural pests and dis-

eases, increased stress factors for animals, changes in water availability and 

crop yields, and difficulties in providing sufficient resources for animals dur-

ing certain periods. 

This surely means that Ireland  must act now to respond to climate change in a proactive manner and to 

ensure our agriculture sector continues to thrive in coming years. Potential adaptation actions include in-

creasing crop diversity and varieties, altering planting and harvesting dates, planning for and implement-

ing water supply management strategies, and supporting research to identify crops that can grow more 

successfully in the next 10 to 20 years, 

taking into account the expected 

changes in climate and growing sea-

sons.  

A robust climate law with clearly 

identified targets for emissions         

reductions is also essential and         

Eco-Congregation Ireland , as a       

member of Stop Climate Chaos,        

has been lobbying for this. 

 

The good news is that demand      

for new climate solutions brings 

with it new economic opportuni-

ties in the form of green growth 

and job creation.  

 

 

Ɂ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÊÓÌÝÌÙȮɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÐɪ

gent peopleɭwe can 

make a differenceɭ

we can tread more 

ÓÐÎÏÛÓàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɯȱ 

ȿ6ÌɯÊÈÕɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÖÔÌɯ

efforts to make the 

world a better place: 

we can lobby and we can help others whose lives are 

ÐÔ×ÖÝÌÙÐÚÏÌËȭɂɯȃɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓÐÚÛɯÈÕËɯÉÙÖÈËÊÈÚÛÌÙɯ

Éanna Ní Lamhna speaking at a Balally Parish Environ-

ment Group event in 2012 

Ɂ(ÛɯÐÚɯÖÜÙɯ×ÙÖÍÖÜÕËɯÊÖÕÝÐÊÛÐÖÕɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

that the future of the human family depends also on how we               

safeguard ɬ both prudently and compassionately, with justice and     

fairness ɬ the gift of creation that our Creator has entrusted to us. 

Therefore, we acknowledge in repentance the wrongful mistreatment   

of our planet, which is tantamount to sin before the eyes of God. We 

reaffirm our responsibility and obligation to foster a sense of humility 

and moderation so that all may feel the need to respect creation and to 

safeguard it with care. Together, we pledge our commitment to raising 

awareness about the stewardship of creation; we appeal to all people of 

goodwill to consider ways of living less wastefully and more frugally, 

manifesting less greed and more generosity for the protection               

ÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÖÙÓËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛɯÖÍɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɂ 

~ Pope Francis and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

in a joint declaration in Jerusalem on                                                                           

25th May 2014  

http://www.stopclimatechaos.ie/download/pdf/projected_economic_impacts_of_climate_change_on_irish_agriculture_oct_2013.pdf
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/05/25/declaration_signed_by_the_pope_and_patriarch_bartholomew/1100965
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Climate change in developing countries  

Climate change already causes over 150,000 deaths every 

year, according to the World Health Organisation . Two-

thirds of families in sub -Saharan Africa must grow their 

own food to survive but climate change is already making 

droughts longer and more frequent, putting the livelihoods 

of these family farmers at grave risk.  

Overseas development agencies are already witnessing how 

dramatic changes in climate patterns are challenging the 

lives of the most vulnerable people in the world. The im-

pact of climate change in developing countries is undermin-

ÐÕÎɯ×ÖÖÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÌȭɯ$ÐÛÏÌÙɯÛÖÖɯÔÜÊÏɯÙÈÐÕɯÐÚɯ

washing soil and seeds away or crops are wilting due to 

drought. Rising seas will put an estimated 70 million Afri-

ÊÈÕÚɀɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÈÛɯÙÐÚÒɯÖÍɯÍÓÖÖËÐÕÎɯÉàɯƖƔƜƔȮɯËÐÚ×ÓÈÊÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ

least responsible for climate change. 

Climate change is exacerbating cycles of poverty . Hard won 

development gains over the years are being rapidly eroded 

as people are forced to survive as best they can through in-

creasingly desperate coping mechanisms that include the 

sale of assets and migration. Research estimates that by 2050 

there could be up to 150 million climate refugees caused by 

food migration.  

 

While rich countries continue to consume                    

and use energy levels far beyond what is fair              

and sustainable, the greatest impact is being felt          

by the poorest people who are least able to cope.  

 

It is the poorest people who are on the frontline of climate change: their livelihoods are often dependent 

on subsistence agriculture, while the places in which some of them live are vulnerable to drought, high 

winds or rising sea levels. A changing climate adds further risk and unpredictability to lives that are 

already lived on the edge. 

While we in rich nations possess the financial resources, technology and expertise to adapt to a chang-

ing climate, those in developing nations do not. They are least able to adapt. So climate change is also 

an issue of justice.  

 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÍɯÑÜÚÛÐÊÌɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÚɯ

precisely in our providing for others 

through humanity what we provide 

ÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÈÍÍÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

Lactantius  ~ a fourth century 

North African theologian 

Climate change and 

climate justice are at 

the apex of develop-

ment work, according 

to Trócaire Director 

Éamonn Meehan.  

ɁIf you take the issues 

of peace and conflict, 

×ÖÝÌÙÛàȮɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌɯÍÖÖËȮɯ

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÌÚÚɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ

ability to have a decent life, the pressure 

on people to migrate away from their par-

ticularly rural areas ɬ the issue of climate 

change, we call it climate justice, is at the 

È×ÌßɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȭɂ 

Speaking at the launch of the Irish Catho-

ÓÐÊɯ!ÐÚÏÖ×Úɀɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙÈÓȮɯThe Cry of the Earth, 

and its accompanying parish resource, 

GLAS, in October 2014, Mr Meehan ex-

plained that if climate change is about 

what is happening to the planet, climate 

justice is about what is happening to the 

people. 

Ɂ%ÖÙɯÜÚȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÙÖÖÛÌËɯÐÕɯ

our mandate and our vision of a just 

world. It is very much rooted in the issue 

of the dignity of each and every human 

ÉÌÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÎÖÖËȭɂ 

Photo: Ross McDonnell/Trócaire 

http://www.who.int/heli/risks/climate/climatechange/en/
http://www.trocaire.org/sites/trocaire/files/pdfs/parishes/cry_of_the_earth_2014.pdf
http://www.trocaire.org/sites/trocaire/files/pdfs/parishes/trocaire-glas-parish-resources-2014.pdf
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ȿ%ÈÐÛÏ-based communities can 

play a pivotal role in bringing 

ÈÉÖÜÛɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÑÜÚÛÐÊÌɀ 

That was the view expressed by Mary 

Robinson , who was guest speaker at 

an ecumenical prayer service ECI or-

ganised with Trócaire and Christian Aid 

in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, in 

December 2009. 

"Climate change is already causing suf-

fering around the world due to the ef-

ÍÌÊÛÚɯÖÍɯÞÌÈÛÏÌÙɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÈÕËɯȿÙÖÎÜÌɀɯ

weather events on food and water avail-

ability, sea level rise, health, and the 

destruction of livelihoods and infra-

structure," she said. 

"Climate change impacts significantly 

undermine the enjoyment of human 

rights, and these impacts will only in-

crease. We must tackle the problem 

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÈɯȿÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÑÜÚÛÐÊÌɀɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÛÏÈÛɯ

distributes the burdens of reducing 

emissions equitably, and prioritise the 

needs of those who are most vulnera-

ble." 

She said that the old Irish proverb, "I 

scaith a chéile a mhaireann na da-

ÖÐÕÌɆɯȹ/ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÚÏÈËɪ

ows) applies to our world from now on. 

Ɇ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯȿÛÏÌÔɯÈÕËɯ

ÜÚɀɯȱɯÞÌɯÕÌÌËɯȿÛÏÌÔɀɯÈÚɯÔÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯ

ÕÌÌËɯȿÜÚɀȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛÍÜÓɯÔÖÝÌȭɯ6Ìɯ

need a huge commitment to adapta-

tion."  

To see more of what Mary Robinson 

said, click here.       To find out about 

the Mary Robinson Climate Justice        

Foundation, click here.  

What is our response to climate change? 

If we want to create a just world , we need to begin with our-

selves and look at how we relate to all other living things. 

What we have done in the past, what we do today and what 

we will do in the future has an impact beyond ourselves.  

Climate change is a global problem requiring a global solution. 

Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland must play their 

part in addressing the impacts that climate change poses. Deep 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and significant scal-

ing up of support for adaptation and low carbon develop-

ment are critical and urgent in order to tackle climate change.  

 

If everyone on earth created carbon emissions on the 

scale of the Irish, we would need three planets to survive.  

 

The IPCC says that large scale changes in the global energy 

mix are required, combined with deep and fast emissions cuts. 

Limiting the impacts of climate change will involve phasing 

out fossil fuels by 2100 and growing the use of renewable     

energies from its current 30% share to 80% of the power sector 

by 2050. 

At the moment rich countries are not even taking the actions 

needed to meet a lower target of keeping global warming be-

low 2 degrees, despite the fact they have pledged to do so on 

many occasions. If they allow global temperatures to rise over 

1.5C, global leaders, especially in the rich world, must accept 

that they are contributing to a human and ecological disaster.  

,ÐÓÓÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÓÖÚÛȮɯÉÐÓÓÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÓÐÝÌÓÐÏÖÖËÚɯ

threatened and the balance of nature disrupted beyond repair. 

The world would become a less safe and stable place. 

Rich countries must take their responsibility seriously and lead 

the response now by cutting their emissions by 40% by 2020 

and by providing funds to help developing countries adapt to 

climate impacts and develop cleanly. 

The challenge to curb the problem is immense and the next few 

years are crucial to limiting the worst impacts of climate 

ÊÏÈÕÎÌȭɯ6ÌɯÈÓÓɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȰɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÈɯ×ÙÖÉɪ

lem for someone else to sort out. We need to take action now. 

 

We need to be attentive to the wounds of the earth       

and be willing to work for the healing of the whole         

ÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ6ÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÛÈÒÌɯÍÜÓÓɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

for our actions and treat the earth, and all living       

things that dwell on it, with respect.  

http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/732
http://www.mrfcj.org/
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In a paper titled ȿRethinking the Relationships   

Between Humankind and Nature in Tackling 

&ÓÖÉÈÓɯ"ÓÐÔÈÛÌɯ"ÏÈÕÎÌɀɯProf John Sweeney 
ÈÚÒÚȮɯɁ#ÖɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕɯÌÛÏÐÊÈÓɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÝÌɯ

the earth for future generations in at least as good a 

state as we inherited it from our forefathers? By not 

acting on climate change now we reduce options 

for those who come after us and bequeath them 

damaged goods. This is why sustainable develop-

ment needs to move from a nebulous concept to a 

reality in decision -ÔÈÒÌÙɀÚɯÔÐÕËÚȭɯ 

Ɂ ÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯÛÖ×ɯ

greenhouse gas polluters on 

a per capita basis, Ireland 

has a responsibility to play 

its part in addressing the 

problem. Thus far it has 

failed to do so, and the radi-

cal measures necessary are 

not forthcoming. The politi-

cal will to make the neces-

sary policy changes in how 

Irish society is organised is not yet evident. 

ȿ!ÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÈÚɯ4ÚÜÈÓɀɯÏÈÚɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙÐÚÌËɯ(ÙÐÚÏɯÎÙÌÌÕɪ

house gas emissions growth over recent years and 

globally it appears that we are committed to a like-

ly increase of 3 degrees Celsius as atmospheric con-

centrations double, probably towards the latter half 

of the present century. Such an increase is beyond the value of 2 degrees Celsius deemed by the EU as 

ÊÖÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÕÎɯȿËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɀȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯÉÐÎɯÊÙÜÕÊÏɯÊÖÔÌÚȭɯ ÛɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÐɪ

mate system may become dangerously unstable with non-linear increases in impacts, especially in the 

×ÖÖÙÌÙɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯȱȭ 

Ɂ(ÕɯÛÈÊÒÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɯÖÍɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯÈɯÙÌÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯËÌÌ×ÓàɯÐÕÎÙÈÐÕÌËɯÈÛÛÐÛÜËÌÚɯÛÖÞÈÙËÚɯ

the natural world is required. The anthropocentric view of the natural world has blinded humanity to the     

Ɂ/ÙÈÐÚÌËɯÉÌɯÔàɯ+ÖÙËɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÚÐÚÛÌÙɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÜÚȮɯ

ÈÕËɯÏÜÔÉÓÌȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÌÊÐÖÜÚȮɯÈÕËɯÊÓÌÈÕȭɂɯȃɯSt Francis of Assisi 

Photo: Clare McEvoy/Trócaire 

Ɂ6ÏÌÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÛÖÓËɯ

Zachaeus that He'd 

come to seek and to 

save what was lost,  

I don't think Zachae-

us (or anyone else in 

Jericho for that mat-

ter) really under-

stood what He was 

talking about.    

Ɂ ÓÓɯÖÍɯ9ÈÊÏÈÌÜÚɅɯ

relationships were 

put right - with God 

and others - and that 

was part of what Je-

sus saved that day. 

But Jesus is about 

saving everything 

that was lost at the 

Fall. That included the very ground Zachaeus stood 

on and which had been cursed and lost.  

Ɂ2ÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÈÓÓɯ'ÐÚɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÊÈÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÓÖÚÛɯ

world which He loves and saves. Following Him,  

×ÓÈàɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙÛȭɂɯ 

~ Rev Peter Murray ,                                                                                                      

President, Methodist Church in Ireland 2014  

obvious fact that far from being above nature we are as dependent on it 

today as the Neanderthals, though the relationship is more complex. 

Scientific advances have given us answers to fundamental questions of 

earth functioning. But these often come in an ethical and religious vacu-

um. Perhaps the non-anthropocentric view of humankind as humble 

components of a natural web, as espoused by Francis of Assissi, offers 

an alternative perspective. Humans as stewards of the earth is perhaps 

the ideology which needs to be inculcated in all of us if we are to have 

success in tackling the environmental problems facing us, especially 

ÛÏÈÛɯÖÍɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌȭɂɯ 
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Climate change ɬ a theological response 

Eco-Congregation Ireland (ECI) believes it is imperative that churches speak out on climate change and     

recover a good theology of Creation as a necessary motivation for action. To this effect, we regularly   

organise events with high profile eco -theologians and have called on church leaders on a number of   

occasions to take on a leadership role on this critical issue.  

In February 2014 Quaker ecologist and broadcaster Dr Alastair McIntosh , who 

is Research Fellow at the School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh and former 

Director of the Centre for Human Ecology in Glasgow, spoke at an event ECI co-

hosted with Fitzroy Presbyterian Caring for Creation Group in Belfast. Alastair, 

whose books include Hell and High Water: Climate Change, Hope and the Human Con-

dition, called on churches in Ireland to take action against climate change. Making 

reference to Ezekiel 47:12 and Revelations 22:2, he said, "The task before us is to be 

participants in the healing of the nations, of the earth and of our churches. These 

tasks are all one." 

"Climate change is real, it is happening, it is dangerous and it requires something that goes beyond ordi-

ÕÈÙàɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÈÕËɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÙÌËÙÌÚÚȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɁ(ÛɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÚɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÌÕÎÈÎÌÔÌÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯ

my suggestion tonight is that spiritual engagement is not just for the healing of the nations, but also for 

ÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÓÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚɯȱȭɯ(ɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÊÖÕÚÛÌÓÓÈÛÌËɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯɬ war, pov-

erty, all of these things in our time ɬ are a spiritual stimulus to wake us up.  

Ɂ3ÖɯÉÌɯÈÕɯÌÊÖ-congregation is about far more than just natural environment in a narrow sense. To be an 

eco-ÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯȿÌÒÖÚɀɯɬ ÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯÞÖÙËɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÜÚɯȿÌÊÖÓÖÎàɀȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÐÝÌÚɯ

ÜÚɯȿÌÊÜÔÌÕÐÊÈÓɀȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÐÝÌɯÜÚɯȿÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊÚɀɯ- ÈÕËɯÐÛɯÔÌÈÕÚɯȿÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËɀȭɯ ÕËɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÔÌÈÕɯȿÛÏÌɯ

ÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËɀɯÐÕɯÈɯÚÔÈÓÓɯËÖÔÌÚÛÐÊɯÚÌÕÚÌȮɯÖÙɯÌÝÌÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÞÖÙÓËȯɯÐÛɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÖÜÙɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÐÕÎɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÖÍɯ"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÖÜÙɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÚÔÖÚȭɁ 

See here to find out more about what he said.  

Speaking at an ECI event in Kilkenny in April 2013, Columban eco-theologian,        

Fr Seán McDonagh SSC, whose books include Climate Change: The Challenge To 

Us All , ÚÈÐËɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯɁÈɯÏÜÎÌɯÊÏÈÚÔɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÏÜÔÈÕÒÐÕËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÞÖÙÓËɂɯ

and it was essential we heal that division if we are going to live in a more sustaina-

ble, less destructive way on this planet. He said environmental care must be deeply 

ingrained in us and that it must come across in our articulation of who we are in 

ÛÌÙÔÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÛÏÌÖÓÖÎàȭɯɁ(ÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯËÌÌ×ÓàɯÌÔÉÌËËÌËɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯ

Ɂ6ÌɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÉÌɯ×ÙÈàÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÉÜÛɯÍÖÙɯ

ÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÖÍɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

He said the churches needed to develop a real sense of how to lead people in the future, given that ex-

pectations now were to live better materially generation after generation. People were going to have to 

be helped to understand the necessity for ɬ and become familiar with ɬ diminishment right across the 

ÉÖÈÙËȭɯɁ1ÌÓÐÎÐÖÕÚȮɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚȮɯÈÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÖÙÔÖÜÚɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÛÖɯ

ÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÉÌɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÛÜÙÌȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯ"ÓÐÊÒɯhere to read more. 

Eco-Congregation Ireland chairperson, Ven Andrew Orr , described the latest IPCC 

ÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÈÚɯÈɯɁÞÈÒÌ-Ü×ɯÊÈÓÓɂɯÛÖɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛÚȮɯÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÛÖɯËÖɯ

ÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÛÖɯÓÐÔÐÛɯËÌÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÝÌɯÎÙÌÌÕÏÖÜÚÌɯÎÈÚɯÌÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÚȭɯ'ÌɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚɯ

should be taking a lead in modelling best practice among their congregations, and 

encouraging parishioners to put pressure on companies and our governments to take 

ÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌɯÈÕËɯÌÍÍÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÈÊÒÓÌɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯËÐÚÙÜ×ÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

http://www.alastairmcintosh.com/hellandhighwater.htmC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/User/My%20Documents/_pics
http://www.alastairmcintosh.com/hellandhighwater.htmC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/User/My%20Documents/_pics
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/4535
http://www.columba.ie/index.php/climate-change.html
http://www.columba.ie/index.php/climate-change.html
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/4070
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Over 140 people attended Eco-"ÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ(ÙÌÓÈÕËɀÚɯÐÕÈÜÎÜÙÈÓɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯin  Dromantine Retreat 

and Conference Centre in September 2012. During the eventɭ(ÙÌÓÈÕËɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÐÕÛÌÙ-church conference on 

the environment - five eminent speakers addressed the theme ȿ&ÖËɀÚɯ"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯɬ .ÜÙɯ1ÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȳɀɯ 

In the opening address, ȿ(ÚɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯ&ÙÌÌÕȳɯ1ÌÈËÐÕÎɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɯ

$ÊÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓÓàɀ, Prof David Horrell , Professor of New Testa-

ment Studies at the University of Exeter, suggested that, while 

the Bible did not offer a blueprint for creation or environmental 

ethics, passages like Psalms 19 and 104 and Job 38 helped gener-

ate a positive vision of the value, beauty and ultimate worth of 

the whole earth. 

"Our contemporary context, with its pressing environmental 

challenges, suggests the need for a fresh reading of the Bible, 

and a reconfiguration of the  Christian tradition," he said. "Instead of focusing on humanity's importance 

and future salvation, we might draw on certain biblical texts to stress how God has entered into cove-

nant with the whole earth, calls the whole universe in all its diversity to praise, and promises to liberate 

the whole creation from suffering and decay." Click here to read more. 

Prof Stephen Williams , Professor of Systematic Theology 

at Union Theological  College, Belfast, spoke about ȿ3ÏÌɯ3ÏÌɪ

ÖÓÖÎàɯÖÍɯ"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɀ, including the  difficult interpretation of 

ÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯȿËÖÔÐÕÐÖÕɀȭɯ'ÌɯÈÙÎÜÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÍɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕ was good 

and fit for purpose, then the command to have dominion 

was not to do with subjugation, but rather a responsibility to 

nurture. He said that the basis of a theology of creation must 

ÉÌɯÓÖÝÌȭɯɁ(ɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÓÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÚÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÐÛÚɯÍÜɪ

ÛÜÙÌȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯËÙÐÝÌɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭ 

Ɂ ɯÓÖÝÌ-ÊÌÕÛÙÌËɯÛÏÌÖÓÖÎàɯÐÚɯÝÐÛÈÓɯȱȭɯÈɯÛÏÌÖÓÖÎàɯÖÍɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÌɯÜÚɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕÌËɯËÐÚɪ

passionately, purely as an objective belief. The theology is certainly important: when people have no 

sense of responsibility for creation, but claim to be Christian, some theological argument is needed to 

move them to a sense of responsibility. But the passion of love must suffuse the joints of the argument. 

 ÍÛÌÙɯÈÓÓȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÚÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËȮɯÛÏÌɯÖÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÉÌÓÐÌÍɯÉÜÛȮɯÚÜ×ÙÌÔÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÓÖÝÌȭɂɯ 

Click here to read more. 

In her lecture, ȿ+ÐÚÛÌÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ%ÜÛÜÙÌȯɯ+ÐÚÛÌÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

/ÙÌÚÌÕÛɀ, Dr Anne Primavesi , Fellow of the Centre for Inter-

disciplinary Study of Religion, Birkbeck College, University of 

+ÖÕËÖÕȮɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌɯÖÍɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯɁÈɯÓÐÝÐÕÎȮɯ

wholehearted commitment to doing what is good and right 

within and for the One Community of Life on Earth; a com-

munity sustained by a unified system of planetary resources.  

Ɂ(ÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌȮɯÞÏÌÕɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÊÈ×ÐÛÈÓɯÕÌÌËÚɯ

to be spent on safeguarding the planetary resources of all life 

on earth, both the funding and the effects of the militarism of the leading Christian nations are, by de-

ÍÈÜÓÛȮɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÛÏÙÌÈÛÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚȭɂ 

She spoke about the essential role to be played by Christians in cultivating unity between all living crea-

ÛÜÙÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÐÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÐÕËÐÚÊÙÐÔÐÕÈÛÌɯÓÖÝÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÔȭɯ Ɂ%ÖÙɯÈÕɯÌÊÖ-congregation, such cultivation is a 

defining, on -going activity that consciously unifies our individual relationships with God with those of 

ÈÓÓɯÌÈÙÛÏÓàɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÕÖÜÙÐÚÏÌËɯÉàɯ×ÓÈÕÌÛÈÙàɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚȯɯÙÌÎÈÙËÓÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÚ×ÌÊÐÌÚȮɯÙÈÊÌȮɯÊÙÌÌËɯÖÙɯ×ÖÞÌÙȭɂɯ3ÖɯÙÌÈËɯ

more, click here. 

http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/3632
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/3656
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/3693

