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The reality of climate change

Climate change represents a failure in our care of Creation; its implications for people and for other life
on earth are profound.

Care for Creation is at the heart of the Eco-Congregation OOY1 O1 QU8 w? 3T 1 wi EUUT wbUu
UTEOwPUwDhPOwPUOWUT 1T whOUOGEOQWEOEWEOOwWPT OwoObYl wbOwbhUO?
ours to do with as we please.

We are called to be partners with the rest of Creation and co-partners in the ongoing creative and re-

newing activity of God. In caring for what God has created, we care for ourselves and care for each oth-

l UOWEOEwWI Uxi EPEOCOCawi OUwUT T wx OOUWEOEWYUOOI UEEOIT 8 w(C
pendent on the flourishing of Creation.

As we have come to understand that through our deeds we are changing the climate, so we have come

to realise that our care for Creation has been deeply flawed. The degradation of ecesystems worldwide
will add to the growing imbalances, affecting all living species on earth, not just humans.

Climate change is already having an impact both here and overseas. Christians need
to be concerned about this and take steps to respondt both as churches and as individuals.
(UzU0wOUUT wOT E U wUT -bcourring chimate:éhangedruat@ pastdtheEideteace
now is that it is happening too quickly for animal, plant, fish and insect life to adapt.

Hardly a day passes without some climate-related story hitting the headlines t the polar ice is melting,
ready affected by droughts, floods, water scarcity, sealevel rise and desertification while the frequency
and size of extreme weather events, including storms, cyclones, hurricanes and flooding continues to
worsen.

According to the fifth assessment report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC), Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability , warming of the climate

UauU0l OwbUw? UOI @Ub MEEsEntanywifihe BbSarvedriakdesiate quite simply unprece-

dented. The atmosphere and oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished, sea

level has risen, and the concentration of greenhouse gases has increased.

$EET woOl wUI T wOEUUOWUOT Ul 1 wEI EEET Uwl EVwWET 1 OWUUEEI UUDBYI
decade since at least 1850. The atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2), methane and ni-

trous oxide have increased to levels unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 years. CO2 concentrations
have increased by 40% since preindustrial times. The ocean has absorbed about 30% of the emitted an-
thropogenic carbon dioxide, causing ocean acidification.

"OPOEUI wel EOT T whUwUI OwOOwbOi OPEUwW?UI YI Ul OwbpPEI UxUI
world, including food shortages and violent conflicts, unless carbon emissions are cut sharply and

rapidly. However, the report also states that ways to
avoid dangerous global warming are both available
and affordable.

261 1 OwOUUwWOE OE whbltwisldyFady UT D OT w
ideological debate on ecological issues is only a luxury
Of wOT 1T wxUDPYDOITI EWEOOOUODUDI U

~Rev Tafue Molu Lusama, Pacific Eklasia Kelisian, Tuvalu
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http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/

The causes of climate change

Climate change has occurred many times in geological history, including ice
ages and extremes of heat. The vast majority of scientific opinion states that the
changes we are witnessing now are different because they can be linked une-
quivocally to human activities and, in particular, to the burning of fossil fuels
such as coal, oil and gas. All such hydrocarbon fuels emit carbon dioxide (CO2) ‘ |
when burnt and, over the past century, this has resulted in billions of tonnes of 4 4
carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere. J

In consequence, the amount of CQin the atmosphere has risen from under 300
parts per million (ppm) 100 years ago to over 400ppm today. When CO2 levels
breached 400ppm in 2013, the highest level in at least three million years, this
represented an astonishing 30% increase in the amount of this potent heat
trapping gas in the atmosphere in just 50 years.

231 1T wOYIl UPIT
evidence of human-
causedclimate change
documents both cur-
rent impacts with sig-
Prior to the latest IPCC assessment, scientists were 90% agreed that human{glijle=lg|Kele}5 3= 1a[o RIE
were behind global warming but, following the research for the 2014 Climate RiEI(e[lRETYA{NI0ITE
Change reportOwUT T A WEUT wOOPwWNKk U wET UUED OO0 w? YRRV

in warming of the atmosphere and the ocean, in changes in the global water cy- REEIRSSEEE

cIeN, in r’ed"ucAti‘ons ir) s,nowAa‘ndAi(‘:e, ir] gIobAaI\n‘weaAn\sg&leYel_rise, apd in changes 2311 WUEDI &
bOuw U. OO0l WEODBOEUI wﬂremwel}ahaww@an |qu(JAel{jc:§ i?as b\ee\n: munity has convened
the dominant cause of the observed warming since the mid-20hE|l OUUUa o conferences, published

reports, spoken out at

. . forums and pro-
The impact of climate change claimed, through state-

EEOQUEDOT wU dwdinhate Chahge epduithe effects of climate ments by virtually eve-
change are already occurring on all continents and across the oceans. The ob-  [ARRUSUEIEVEII
served impacts have already affected agriculture, human health, eco-systems on [RSaaaUREREL
OEOEWEOEwWPOWOT 1 wWOEI EQUOWPEUT UwUUx x Op [HUELEEECHLTEIUEURY |\ x |
ing feature is that the observed impacts are occurring from the tropics to the zation that climate

poles, from small islands to large continents, and from the wealthiest countries  [SECUCNUSRUERITIL
to the poorest. being of people of all
nations at risk.
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If we continue to emit greenhouse gases at current rates, the accumulation of ) X .
carbon in the atmosphere could mean that within as little as two to three dec- P Obwkl wul
ades, the world will face nearly inevitable warming of more than two degrees this unprecedented
Celsius, which governments around the world have pledged not to do. Depend- [ EREUIIURUE
ing on how much governments control carbon emissions, global temperatures  [SGULIEEREIEEIUEE]
are likely to increase by anything between 0.3 degrees Celsius to 4.8 degrees  [RARCESRUIEEEIITE
Celsius by the end of the century. This will result in rising sea levels, heat- Uao-»

waves, droughts and more extreme weather. Alex Hill ~ former Met

Decreasing oxygen levels in the ocean caused by climate change and nitrogen Office chief advisor for
run-Oi I OWEOOEDOI EwbpDUOi wdOOT | VwET | 6 oAl GuiSHaElieyl RN uE) OE w
EUIl wOOEI UOPOPOT wlT 1 WEEPOPUA WO wli T wo Ireland.
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latest report from the International Programme on the State of the Ocean , car- K EGFEURTINe) =Rtk
ried out in collaboration with the International Union for the Conservation of ference in 2012. You
Nature . It would lead to the extinction of species and the disappearance of Arc- RN NPT
tic summer sea ice by about 2037. presentation here.
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http://ecocongregationireland.com/wp-content/uploads/Eco-Congregations-Sept-12.pdf

in lreland in recent years, both north and - s 61 wOULUOwWI
south of the border, we have experienced milder
winters and warmer summers as well as torrential

to live within our

rain, flooding and higher than usual sea-levels xOEOI Uz UwWE
causing coastal destruction; these may well repre- |8 - 61 wOUUOwWUI EOT &P
sent the first major effects of climate change closer | ; ecological limits and use our in-
to home. Farmers suffered a fodder shortage crisis 3 genuity to live within our

in 2013 and delayed access to pasture in 2014. The ‘ ‘ 'x OEOI Uz UDWEBUOBEU

QAR ST RSN ORI =S VR ES S GEGNENY] | e\, expressed by sustainabi ity, energy and cli-
are likely to experience more intense rain (with an Sy change consultantGavin Harte at an Eco

associated increase in flooding) and longer dry Congregation Ireland event in Kilkenny in April
periods in the future. The repairs are hugely costly BY¥ES

for the government and are largely unbudgeted
for.

Saying that climate change was a fact that had to be
faced up to, he referred to Kubler-1 OU Uz U wli
of dealing with grief - denial, anger, fear, bargain-
ing, and acceptancet and reckoned that many peo-
ple today were stuck at one of the earlier stages
when it came to climate change.

?#1 EOPOT wpPUT WwWEEEwWOI pUwEH
UOPEUEUWEwWOOPWEEUEOOWUOH
Examining vulnerability to climate change in Ire- acceptance is the only place that we are going to be

land, Dr John Coll of NUI Maynooth identified a able to deal with the challenges unsustainable living
number of key sectors considered more at risk: PUWEUDPOI POT wUUS »

biodiversity, fisheries, water resources, forestry
and agriculture.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
published five reports in September 2013 showing
the impact climate change is already having on
Ireland and outlining the likely future effects on
rivers, plants and animals as well as key sectors
such as water services.

He said we must accept our need to change our C02
Il EEPUUBW?S$SEET wOi wlUOwPT I
not, has a carbon dioxide bubble we carry around
with us in every decision we make every day. The
average lIrish person has a carbon bubble of 17,000
the~|zi1te 19903\, witrj an im?reNa?e in\river fI(A)W,s\du‘r' M tons per annum; when you compare that to the av-
PRSI A IV ISR O SRV SN SRR BN S crage citizen of this planet carrying around 5,500

mer flows. UOOUOwPI zUI WEOI EUOAWOOU
Another study led by Dr Alison Donnelly of Trini- I wEOOOL

ty College Dublin shows that the warmer Irish cli-  ERENGY NIRRT IR Ao e N Ao e oN4
mate has already led toa change in the seasonal

A study led by Dr Conor Murphy of NUI
Maynooth found that there had been an increase
in the size of flooding events, particularly since

we communicate, how we build our houses - they
cycle of a range of plant and animal species. Be- EOOWEEE WwUx wOOwhAOYYYwlod
cause not all species are responding to the rise in - EEA Rt IR E ARt T R T T o N Ve B fe A

temperature at the same rate there is potential for B st R a1 by 2050 we need to bring
a mismatch in the timing of interdependent spe- that down to between one and two tons.

cies to occur. A ’ Coa v e e A A
31 EUWDUWEOwWI OOUOOUUWE I

In an overarching study, Emeritus Prof John transitionto alow -EEUEOOWUOED]I U4 8
Sweeney of NUI Maynooth provided recommen- B0y a g Kot R R TRt et e R O A R
dations on how key sectors and vulnerable areas  F=RENSRVR=RA NIRRT =R 2T =RV e Yo N ITI0N0

could increase their resilience to climate change 071 Owi OUWUi i1 awodopwdoOU wH
through adaptation . These include the water sec- FyNEN=RSRTI=N=RORTTISRIIRTI=R=AVRIRITIoNe LR |
tor, coastal zones and housing. Projected increases
in rainfall will lead to rising water tables and an

tainly not the case when it comes to us knowing

about the destruction we are causing to the plane-
increased pollution risk for groundwater. Plan- OEVUawUavuli Ow(i OOUEDEIT wH

ning and building regulations need to be informed FNGIVEMIANRe I TR 2R 2R
by such analysis of climate change trends and pro-
jections.

Click here to read more.


http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
http://www.epa.ie/newsandevents/news/previous/2013/name,52286,en.html#.VEPUC9JdW-k
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/4049
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unique within the EU in that emissions from & / ¢
agriculture comprise almost 30% of total
emissions.

gent people| we can
make a difference|

_ o _ _ we cantread more

It |s. not yet clegr how significant rgductloqs in ODT i 00awodd
agricultural emissions can be achieved without
changing production levels. However, this is s61 WEEOWOE (
an area of global research and innovation. A ‘@B efforts to make the
possible solution would be increased recogni-
tion of the value of carbon sinks ¢ natural or

artificial reservoirs that accumulate and store R o
carbon. Forests, bogs and oceans are natural (2ASRaNCR S NREE N CE BN BN =NoR N LRIV ROR @ 2R FAOLOR0)

« world a better place:

we can lobby and we can help others whose lives are

carbon sinks. Eanna Ni Lamhna speaking at a Balally Parish Environ-

According to Dr Stephen Flood of NUI ment Group event in 2012
, EAO0OO0UT Ow( Ul OEOCEZUwWET UPEUOUUUI wUI EUOUwWPDPOOwWI EET w

which was commissioned by Stop Climate Chaos and published in October
2013, shows that if current levels of climate change continue, winter rainfall

will increase by up to 17% by the 2080s, while summer rainfall will decrease by
up to 25%, with the largest reductions in the southern and eastern coastal are-
as. These changes will result in more variable weather, including incidents of
drought, flooding, heavy rainfall and extreme temperatures ¢ which will, in
turn, lead to changes in the range and prevalence of agricultural pests and dis-
eases, increased stress factors for animals, changes in water availability and
crop yields, and difficulties in providing sufficient resources for animals dur-

ing certain periods.

This surely means that Ireland must act now to respond to climate change in a proactive manner and to
ensure our agriculture sector continues to thrive in coming years. Potential adaptation actions include in-
creasing crop diversity and varieties, altering planting and harvesting dates, planning for and implement-
ing water supply management strategies, and supporting research to identify crops that can grow more
successfully in the next 10 to 20 years,

taking into account the expected P(UwbUwOUUwxUOI OUOEWEOOYH

changes in climate and growing sea- that the future of the human family depends also on how we
sons. safeguard both prudently and compassionately, with justice and

A robust climate law  with clearly fairnesst the gift of creation that our Creator has entrusted to us.
identified targets for emissions Therefore, we acknowledge in repentance the wrongful mistreatment
reductions is also essential and of our planet, which is tantamount to sin before the eyes of God. We

Eco-Congregation Ireland , as a
member of Stop Climate Chaos,
has been lobbying for this.

reaffirm our responsibility and obligation to foster a sense of humility
and moderation so that all may feel the need to respect creation and to
safeguard it with care. Together, we pledge our commitment to raising
awareness about the stewardship of creation; we appeal to all people of
The good news is that demand  goodwill to consider ways of living less wastefully and more frugally,

for new climate solutions brings manifesting less greed and more generosity for the protection
with it new economic opportuni- Of W& OBz UwpOUOEWEBE WO 1 weEl &1 i
ties in the form of green growth

and job creation. ~Pope Francisand theEcumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

in ajoint declaration in Jerusaleon
25th May 2014



http://www.stopclimatechaos.ie/download/pdf/projected_economic_impacts_of_climate_change_on_irish_agriculture_oct_2013.pdf
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/05/25/declaration_signed_by_the_pope_and_patriarch_bartholomew/1100965

Climate change in developing countries gl & S

. . climate justi t
Climate change already causes over 150,000 deaths every o Sl il
{ - the apex of develop-

year, according to the World Health Organisation . Two- el -
*=2" ment work, according

thirds of families in sub -Saharan Africa must grow their b, N .. .
; ‘2 to Trocaire Director

1" Eamonn Meehan.

own food to survive but climate change is already making
droughts longer and more frequent, putting the livelihoods

of these family farmers at grave risk. ,
?If you take the issues

Overseas development agencies are already witnessing how | 7 of peace and conflict,
dramatic changes in climate patterns are challenging the xOYI U0aOwxi Ox 0Ol z UwE
lives of the most vulnerable people in the world. The im- x1 OxO0l ZUWEEDPOPUawWOO
pa(N:tAof cIimgte?_ c\hange\in "devellqping'cour‘ltri'es is' undAermin-A ability to have a decent life, the pressure
DOl wxOOUwx1 OxOl ZUWEEDODUA wU R Rt e e R A R e
washing soil and seeds away or crops are wilting due to ticularly rural areas + the issue of climate
drought. Rising seas will put an estimated 70 million Afri- change, we call it climate justice, is at the

EEOQUZwODPYI UWwEOwWUDUOwWOI wi 000 PRI e I Nehchel
least responsible for climate change.
Climate change is exacerbatingcycles of poverty . Hard won [SIEEESUMEIRUES Iaunch of the Irish Catho-
development gains over the years are being rapidly eroded

as people are forced to survive as best they can through in-  [EUCHSEEECelIsEIYTTe) parlsh resource,
creasingly desperate coping mechanisms that include the — [EINaSHRREGelCIgrIox R I EELERNDE
sale of assets and migration. Research estimates that by 205{JElERUCIRCYEICReERl ERERE eI
there could be up to 150 million climate refugees caused by NUEMSHEISERINCRCRYTENEYEAelnES

food migration. justice is about what is happening to the
people.
While rich countries continue to consume ?2 %0UwlUOwUl PUwbUwWEOD
and use energy levels far beyond what is fair our mandate and our vision of a just

and sustainable, the greatest impact is being felt  [ASUCHISSACVANTCICUCEURYEIESIT

by the poorest people who are least able t0 cope. i Ak AL L
EI DOl wOEwWUI | UI Il OQUI

It is the poorest people who are on the frontline of climate change: their livelihoods are often dependent
on subsistence agriculture, while the places in which some of them live are vulnerable to drought, high
winds or rising sea levels. A changing climate adds further risk and unpredictability to lives that are
already lived on the edge.

While we in rich nations possess the financial resources, technology and expertise to adapt to a chang-
ing climate, those in developing nations do not. They are least able to adapt. So climate change is also
an issue ofjustice.

Photo: Ross McDonnell/Trocaire

2371 wpi 601 wxODPOU
precisely in our providing for others
through humanity what we provide
i OUWOUUwi EOPOawU
. Lactantius ~ a fourth century
. W «North African theologian
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http://www.who.int/heli/risks/climate/climatechange/en/
http://www.trocaire.org/sites/trocaire/files/pdfs/parishes/cry_of_the_earth_2014.pdf
http://www.trocaire.org/sites/trocaire/files/pdfs/parishes/trocaire-glas-parish-resources-2014.pdf

What is our response to climate change?

If we want to create a just world , we need to begin with our-
selves and look at how we relate to all other living things.
What we have done in the past, what we do today and what
we will do in the future has an impact beyond ourselves.

Climate change is a global problem requiring a global solution.
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland must play their
part in addressing the impacts that climate change poses. Deep
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and significant scal-
ing up of support for adaptation and low carbon develop-
ment are critical and urgent in order to tackle climate change.

If everyone on earth created carbon emissions on the
scale of the Irish, we would need three planets to survive.

The IPCC says that large scale changes in the global energy
mix are required, combined with deep and fast emissions cuts.
Limiting the impacts of climate change will involve phasing

out fossil fuels by 2100 and growing the use of renewable
energies from its current 30% share to 80% of the power sector
by 2050.

At the moment rich countries are not even taking the actions
needed to meet a lower target of keeping global warming be-
low 2 degrees, despite the fact they have pledged to do so on
many occasions. If they allow global temperatures to rise over
1.5C, global leaders, especially in the rich world, must accept
that they are contributing to a human and ecological disaster.

, POODOOUWOI woOPYI UwbDOOWET woOdU
threatened and the balance of nature disrupted beyond repair.
The world would become a less safe and stable place.

Rich countries must take their responsibility seriously and lead
the response now by cutting their emissions by 40% by 2020
and by providing funds to help developing countries adapt to
climate impacts and develop cleanly.

The challenge to curb the problem is immense and the next few
years are crucial to limiting the worst impacts of climate
ETEOT 1 6wl wEOOWOI I EwUOWUEOIT wu
lem for someone else to sort out. We need to take action now.

We need to be attentive to the wounds of the earth
and be willing to work for the healing of the whole
Ol w&OEzUw" Ul EUPOOGwW6ET wOUU
for our actions and treat the earth, and all living
things that dwell on it, with respect.

S % E-Baseld communities can
play a pivotal role in bringing
EEOUUWEODPOEU
That was the view expressed by Mary
Robinson , who was guest speaker at
an ecumenical prayer service ECI or-
ganised with Trocaire and Christian Aid

in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, in
December 2009.

"Climate change is already causing suf-
fering around the world due to the ef-

i TEUUwWOl whl EUT 1 UwE
weather events on food and water avail-
ability, sea level rise, health, and the
destruction of livelihoods and infra-
structure," she said.

"Climate change impacts significantly
undermine the enjoyment of human
ifohts ard these impacts will only in-
crease. We must tackle the problem
UT UOUT T wEws EOPOEUI
distributes the burdens of reducing
emissions equitably, and prioritise the
needs of those who are most vulnera-
ble."

She said that the old Irish proverb, "I
scaith a chéile a mhaireann na da-
OPOI Ewp/ 1 OxO1 woObYI
OWS) appiies to oui woiid from now on.
61 wi EY] wOOwWET EOT 1
OUz wé wbkPlT wOI T Ews UT 1
Ol l EwsUUz 86 w( OwbUwWE
need a huge commitment to adapta-
tion."

To see more of what Mary Robinson
said, click here. To find out about
the Mary Robinson Climate Justice
Foundation, click here.



http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/732
http://www.mrfcj.org/

In a paper titled Rethinking the Relationships
Between Humankind and Nature in Tackling
& OOEEOQw" OP O Ptof Janh Swieéhéyi B o
EUOUOwW?#Owpkl wi EYIl wEOwl U A EREbas d1 E Y
the earth for future generations in at least as good a [Re[e]aksislls| @41 EI=5 3
state as we inherited it from our forefathers? By not [IENGIgERe RIS
acting on climate change now we reduce options  [NEeleR{es]MisE RIS
for those who come after us and bequeath them ter) really under-
damaged goods. This is why sustainable develop- Eelels RTIE Nz ERVEE
ment needs to move from a nebulous concept to a FEUNELeII#
reality in decision-OE Ol Uz UwODBOEUDO S 00woi w9 E
R ° UwOO!l wOl woT FEEUEEREE
‘L;{( = greenhouse gas polluters on FoliRgls[sMERYI{sRETefo!
| a per capita basis, Ireland and others - and that
S has a responsibility to play  KEEREROIREIN/E
N its part in addressing the sus saved that day.
: problem. Thus far it has But Jesus is about
'-~.f failed to do so, and the radi- EEVIeREE 80l
" cal measures necessary are FQEIRVEEISEIRLE
plea{elgiglefelnls[sAENIINeJe] (B Fall. That included the very ground Zachaeus stood
cal will to make the neces-  GIETale AW aI(ea Moo Mo T Wl [gY=To =T o M 01
B tte Al > > O w Ui | w+ OUE WEEOOUWE OO W’
Irish society is organised is not yet evident. , . .
s1 UUPOI UOWEUwA UUE Oz wi EU WOE‘ld‘ V\fthh\H? I_Qv‘eS and‘szflvaes:. Following Him,
o xOEawaOUUwxEUUBG? w
house gas emissions growth over recent years and
globally it appears that we are committed to a like- [AREALECRVIVITES

3

centrations double, probably towards the latter half
of the present century. Such an increase is beyond the value of 2 degrees Celsius deemed by the EU as

mate system may become dangerously unstable with non-linear increases in impacts, especially in the

x OOUIl UwxEUOU WO wOT 1T whOUOE Wb 6

?2(OwUEEOODOT wUI T wxUOEOI OwOi wEOPOEUI wEl EOT T weOI EUOA U
the natural world is required. The anthropocentric view of the natural world has blinded humanity to the

Photo: Clare McEvoy/Trécaire Obvious fact that far from being above nature we are as dependent on it

P today as the Neanderthals, though the relationship is more complex.
Scientific advances have given us answers to fundamental questions of
earth functioning. But these often come in an ethical and religious vacu-
um. Perhaps the non-anthropocentric view of humankind as humble
components of a natural web, as espoused by Francis of Assissi, offers
an alternative perspective. Humans as stewards of the earth is perhaps
the ideology which needs to be inculcated in all of us if we are to have
success in tackling the environmental problems facing us, especially
Ul E0wOi wEODPOEUI WET EOT T 672 w
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Climate change ¢ a theological response

Eco-Congregation Ireland (ECI) believes it is imperative that churches speak out on climate change and
recover a good theology of Creation as a hecessary motivation for action. To this effect, we regularly
organise events with high profile eco -theologians and have called on church leaders on a number of
occasions to take on a leadership role on this critical issue.

In February 2014 Quaker ecologist and broadcasterDr Alastair Mclntosh , who
is Research Fellow at the School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh and former
Director of the Centre for Human Ecology in Glasgow, spoke at an event ECI co-
hosted with Fitzroy Presbyterian Caring for Creation Group in Belfast. Alastair,
whose books include Hell and High Water: Climate Change, Hope and the Human (
dition, called on churches in Ireland to take action against climate change. Making
reference to Ezekiel 47:12 and Revelations 22:2, he said, "The task before us is to
participants in the healing of the nations, of the earth and of our churches. These
tasks are all one."

"Climate change is real, it is happening, it is dangerous and it requires something that goes beyond ordi-
OEUawx OOPUPEEOWEOEwWI EOOOODPEWUI EUI UUO? wi | WUEPEJ w? (U
my suggestion tonight is that spiritual engagement is not just for the healing of the nations, but also for

OTTwi 1T EODOT wOIl wOT T wET UUET T Uwodw( wgEl OPI1 Y1 uMal o@wUl 1 w
erty, all of these things in our time ¢ are a spiritual stimulus to wake us up.

? 3 OwE | wdhreghtienls about far more than just natural environment in a narrow sense. To be an

ecoE OOT UI 1 EUDOOUJE)UUJUOUJEULUD@UE)OIYIIUEUJIDD@JMIDOUJSIIUOIOIEJQIIHIII DYI
UULusl EUOI ODEEOZ OUJU|-EE(DJEULUE)[YUJG]JIUEJG]JQUJSEL(DIOIOL(DIDGEUUQILUI OOEZ (
T OuuUl T OOEZ WDOWEWUOEOOQWEOOI UUPEwWUIT OUTI OwdU wl Yi OLUDOLUU
POwUT I wi 60UI T OCEwWOT wlOT | wpi 601 wOi w" Ul EUPOOOWOUUwWx OU

Seehere to find out more about what he said.

Speaking at an ECI event in Kilkenny in April 2013, Columban eco-theologian,
Fr Sean McDonagh SSC, whose books include Climate Change: The Challenge T

UsAILLUEPEwUT 1 Ul wPEUW?EwWI UT 1T wET EUOQWET UPI | )OE w
and it was essential we heal that division if we are going to live in a more sustaina-

ble, less destructive way on this planet. He said environmental care must be deeply

ingrained in us and that it must come across in our articulation of who we are in

Ul UOU WO wOUUwWUT T 6000T adw?( UwOUUUWET wET | El E
261 wUl OUGEWOOUWNUUUWET wxUEabBOT wi OuwoU Ewi
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He said the churches needed to develop a real sense of how to lead people in the future, given that ex-
pectations now were to live better materially generation after generation. People were going to have to

be helped to understand the necessity fort and become familiar with ¢+ diminishment right across the
EOEUES wW?11 OPT POOUOWOOUWNUUUWET UUETT UOWEUT wi 60T wUOb
Eil T POWUOWEEE]l xUwUT ECwUT POT UwbbDOOwWO O UherEt®tredslanbreuE 1 wEIT U

EceCongregation Ireland chairpersovien Andrew Orr, described the latest IPCC
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should be taking a lead in modelling best practice among their congregations, and

encouraging parishioners to put pressure on companies and our governments to take
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9



http://www.alastairmcintosh.com/hellandhighwater.htmC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/User/My%20Documents/_pics
http://www.alastairmcintosh.com/hellandhighwater.htmC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/User/My%20Documents/_pics
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/4535
http://www.columba.ie/index.php/climate-change.html
http://www.columba.ie/index.php/climate-change.html
http://ecocongregationireland.com/archives/4070

Over 140 people attendedEco" OOT Ul T EUDOOw( Ul OE OE zit) Droniaftinel Retiédt O WE OO |
and Conference Centre in September 2012. During the everit ( Ul OE O E z Uchwirch ¢dhfdbernd® 6n0 1 U
the environment - five eminent speakers addressed the themes & OE z Uw"tUIUBEWR OOw OOUDE B (

In the opening address,s ( UwUT I w! PEOT w&UI 1 Oy wll EEPOT w2EUDxUUUI w
$ EOOOIT AProfadich Horrell |, Professor of New Testa-

ment Studies at the University of Exeter, suggested that, while

the Bible did not offer a blueprint for creation or environmental

ethics, passages like Psalms 19 and 104 and Job 38 helped gener-

ate a positive vision of the value, beauty and ultimate worth of

the whole earth.

"Our contemporary context, with its pressing environmental

challenges, suggests the need for a fresh reading of the Bible,

and a reconfiguration of the Christian tradition," he said. "Instead of focusing on humanity's importance
and future salvation, we might draw on certain biblical texts to stress how God has entered into cove-
nant with the whole earth, calls the whole universe in all its diversity to praise, and promises to liberate
the whole creation from suffering and decay." Click here to read more.

Prof Stephen Williams , Professor of Systematic Theology
at Union Theological College, Belfast, spoke abouts 3 1 | w31 | 1
O00T awol| yinkcluding thed difficult interpretation of
UT1 wPOUEWSEOOPODOOZ 6 wwhsweod 1 Ul Ew
and fit for purpose, then the command to have dominion
was not to do with subjugation, but rather a responsibility to
nurture. He said that the basis of a theology of creation must
El wOOYI 6w?( wUT EOOwWOOYIT wUI 1 wi EVUU
UUOUI w3T E0wbUwpkbl EwUT OUOEWEUDYI
?2 woeBYOUUI EwlT 1 O00T awbUwYPUEOQWO B WEWUT T OOO0T awdi wEUI |
passionately, purely as an objective belief. The theology is certainly important: when people have no
sense of responsibility for creation, but claim to be Christian, some theological argument is needed to
move them to a sense of responsibility. But the passion of love must suffuse the joints of the argument.
i 01 UWEOOOwWUT E0wPUwWUOT T WwEEUT wpPUT W&OEOwWUT 1T wOERNIT EOwO
Click here to read more.

In her lecture,s + PUUT OPOT wOOwWUT T wuUUUUI ow+HPUUI OPOT wOOwWUT T w
/ Ul U,IDEANnge Primavesi , Fellow of the Centre for Inter-

disciplinary Study of Religion, Birkbeck College, University of

+ O0OEOOOWUEOOI EWEEOUUWUIT | wel EQCOT 011 wOi wOEODPOT w? EwOD
wholehearted commitment to doing what is good and right

within and for the One Community of Life on Earth; a com-

munity sustained by a unified system of planetary resources.

2(Owll PUwWUPOTl wOi WEODOEUI wWweT EOT T Owbi 1 Owl EOOOOPE WEE x
to be spent on safeguarding the planetary resources of all life

on earth, both the funding and the effects of the militarism of the leading Christian nations are, by de-
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She spoke about the essential role to be played by Christians in cultivating unity between all living crea-

UUUT UwOOwUT 1 wEEUDPUWOI wé& O E 2 BubHD Qutctigiggatio suthewtivatiod 9% 1 wi O
defining, on -going activity that consciously unifies our individual relationships with God with those of
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more, click here.
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